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“Equipping Church Leaders Globally”

It is very difficult for us to convey the impact of what we do through this ministry of training leaders,
because the impact cannot be measured in numbers. The only way to truly determine the impact is
through the testimonies of those we train, and how their lives and ministries have been affected. We
recently received the following testimony from one of our former trainees, Aija Dzene, which | believe
will help you better understand how God is using us to impact His church around the world.

“My name is Aija Dzene. | live in Latvia and just now | returned
back from Uganda, where | was six months for mission. | wanted to share
this testimony with you, because you are part of Barry VVoss ministry.

I was born in Latvia in 1981. Latvia was part of Soviet Union. In
these years Christianity was prohibited. People in churches were persecuted:
physically they were asked to stop go to church or sit in the prison, and psy-
chologically — they couldn’t get good jobs, their children were suffering in
schools, they couldn’t get any social help. My parents believed that there is
no God. Only my grandmother saw my interest in praying and she started
bring me to services, of course, not in my village, but in neighboring vil-
lages. Somewhere | got New Testament for children with prayers (in these days Bibles were prohibited so Chris-
tians smuggled them in the country or distributed by handwriting).

When our country got independence also spiritual things got released. People started to speak about their
faith. On the one hand it was strange — people, who were fighting others to believe in communism, now spoke
about Jesus. On the other hand it was some kind of revival — there was unity among people, all the churches
were filled with people, generosity, brotherhood and feeling about good, better future. | started to go to local Lu-
theran church and one day my mum tried to warn me “not to bee too passionate for that God”. But it was time
when many missioners from outside came to Latvia and taught us, young children, that God has called us to go
and make disciples all over the world. Times were hard, economic of country was in ruins (it was politic of So-
viet Union that each small country is part of big USSR economics and can’t operate itself), sometimes there was
no food at home, but I believed, that God can do miracles and one day 1’1l be missioner.

After the secondary school | stared my pharmaceutical studies in University. Economically, socially, and
spiritually Latvia was prospering. | was in my church all of my free time working with Sunday school and youth.
After finishing my studies | got well paid job and | was taking more responsibilities in church. But in my heart |
felt, that still I’'m missing something. Then | heard about the mission school and in prayers got confirmed, that
it’s the place God wants me to be. I left my job and started my studies.

Studies in St. Gregory mission school in Saldus was most inspiring time in my life. Together with direc-
tor of this school we were in short mission trip in Uganda. But the end of studies came closer and closer and |
didn’t know what to do in future. | felt that going back to job was not God’s plan for my life, but | had no idea
what to do. This school was first year as mission school, so even the subjects were not really preparing us to
mission. Then in school with lectures arrived Barry Voss. It was answer to my prayers! There was part in lec-
tures about vision and goal setting. | tried to be honest with myself and first time in my life | put on paper that
my calling and vision for my life is to be missioner. Then there was part of goal setting and in these classes in
amazing way God spoke to me and | saw step by step how this dream can be accomplished. Then section about
fundraising answered to painful question — what about the money. In school there were prayer time three times
per day and a lot of free time for individual prayers. In this week | was praying a lot. So when Barry VVoss came




to the section of decision making | was ready to make decision to be missioner. God used Barry to lead me in
His ways. | saw how important is to have these lectures. In school we had different lectures about theology, Bi-
ble studies, some part of mission studies, guitar, singing and drama, but there was no lectures explaining how to
put all these things together. And Barry’s program is answering these questions — how to be a good leader, how
to plan mission/church work, how to organize people with different spiritual gifts and how to manage personal
life. We students knew a lot of these things, but this week with Barry putted all in one big harmonic picture.

The most interesting part of my testimony: God did all of those things | was putting on paper. | didn’t
returned to my well paid job, but I learned to trust God, to be in His mission and ask others to be part in this mis-
sion by prayers and financial support. After half a year ministering in Latvia | was ready to go 6 months to be a
missioner in Uganda.

Time in Uganda was fantastic. The thing | realized in my first days in Uganda: | was not prepared for
this mission. But God was faithful teacher and He gave me friends. | was working day after day in different
ways — living among Uganda people in small local houses, counseling, treating people, helping to bring children
in schools, teaching in Bible school and establishing one Bible school, visiting and assisting with advice lot of
pastors, | saw a lot of miracles. But after four months again | had hard time — there was lot of decision making,
there was lot of needs and there was too much ideas for the future I couldn’t decide. Then I got the message that
my teacher Barry VVoss is coming to Uganda!

This time in conference was different. Now | was more attentive to the lectures about leadership and
managing people. In Africa it was so necessary to hear again about time management, because people in Uganda
are living day to day, not planning for future or next days. And again in lecture about goal setting | was able to
put some points what God wants me to do in future. Interesting was also to see local speaker — pastor from
Kenya. In Uganda, if you are speaking important things coming from God and if you want other people listen to
you, you need to jump and shout. And you need to use a lot of simple but funny practical examples, because big-
gest part of country are not educated (they can not freely read in English and they are learning by hearing).
These days in conference were significant in my mission in Uganda.

God spoke to my heart in this conference in Uganda to write down my testimony. Conferences, ministry
that Voss family is doing, can’t happen without people praying and supporting it. Therefore I’m saying thanks
for your assistance, that you are part of this ministry that God is using. And | say thanks that you allowed me to
share my testimony with you. Be blessed.” - Aija Dzene

We thank God for His grace that allows us to be used to build His church here on earth. And we thank
Aija for sharing this wonderful testimony of God’s purposes and plans, and how He uses ordinary peo-
ple to do extraordinary things. To God alone be the glory!! - Barry

Mission Trip Reports

September 19th — 25th
Barry traveled to Somoto with Daryl Hoh and David Quispirroca to train 45 pastors, church leaders and Bible School
students of the Church of God (COG) in Nicaragua on our training. This was our
first visit to Nicaragua and our first training in Central America. Barry also led worship in Spanish each morning!
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Barry training on Spiritual Gifts Daryl leading an exercise on Attendees working on a strate-
handling conflict gic planning exercise




October 3rd- 10th

Barry traveled to Lima to train 45 pastors, church leaders and Bible School students of the Church of God (COG) in

Peru on our training. Joining him was David Quispirroca, our Latin America Train-
ing Director, who is based in Lima.

Teaching in the Round David Teaching Conference Attendees

...(in their own words)

— Pastor Doming Orprecio writes, “We are happy to inform you that we have one student in
Buguey, Cagayan who surrendered himself to the Lord. He used to be a Rebel Leader of the New People's Army. He is the
one fabricates guns and ammunitions for the NPA and have been one of the trigger man. I have been having suspicions
since we started classes, because of his unique ways and his sudden waking up at night while everybody was asleep. 1
talked to him heart to heart and he gave his confession during the third module of the bible school. He said he really needs
help, to be encouraged and strengthened with God's Word and to have a deeper knowledge of Him. He said, God is chang-

ing him from glory to glory and now, he is decided and determined to be a soldier for Christ. We thank the Lord for touch-
ing and changing him.”

1 ** Pastor Gordon Onyango writes, “We the teachers for Management for Church Leaders in Nakuru, Kenya - Ben-
son K Muchina, Henry K Thuo, Gordon Onyango, and Stanley Kamuiru (working under pastor Ayub Kayo) have been
training leaders in the following centers: NAKURU, NAIVASHA, and NAIROBI. and are ready for graduation on 12th De-
cember 2009. We regret to learn that you are not coming for the event. However we are scheduled to go on with the
graduation as arranged. The program has drawn a lot of interest with many leaders in our churches and we have planned
to start new classes next year 2010 in various Districts, especially in the rural areas where most pastors and leaders rarely
have like teachings and training.”

"* Pastor Samuel Sudarsanam writes, “Last month I went to Pastor Isaac church to preach in fasting and prayer
meeting. God has used me miraculously there and in preaching I have given an alter call and there are 15 people came
forwarded and accepted lord Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and have recently taken water baptism. Pastor Isaac
one of our pastors meeting that we have conducted recently and testified of this. So we praise God for this great miracle.”

# " Pastor Francis Agati from Uganda writes, “I was in Tanzania of recent and thus why I took long without re-
sponding to your letter. I used your materials to train 30 ministers and it was great. We took about three days to at least
train some leaders. Please we are praying for you and the ministry and may the Lord provide finances for you to go unto
nations to train more people. We are blessed for having you train us and let us have this training manuals.”

(NOTE: Tanzania is a new country for our training to reach!)

FaithLife Ministries 2010 Plans

We held our annual board of directors meeting on October 16th and approved our plans for 2010. Our
key goals for our Management For Church Leaders training are to update the manual, expand our train-
ing to new nations, and focus on training our partners and Directors to train others. For Children’s
Ministry, Kim will focus on strategy development and revising and improving her training manual.




Calendar of Events

Management for Church Leaders (Barry & Nicholas Kasperson)
Ministry Presentation at Trinity Lutheran Church (Barry & Kim)

Management for Church Leaders (Barry & Erwin Thomas)
Management for Church Leaders (Barry & David Quispirroca)
Management for Church Leaders (Barry & Mike Zehnder)
Management for Church Leaders (Barry & Lars Ingman)

Dates Location Purpose ( )
Jan 18-25 Jacmel, Haiti

Feb 13-14 Panama City, FL

Feb 19- Mar 2 Ifugao, Philippines

Mar 20-27 Asuncion, Paraguay

Apr 8-20 Gandepalli, India

Apr/May Latvia & Estonia

May Rwanda & DRC

Management for Church Leaders (Barry & Daryl Hoh)

News & Notes:

e David Quispirroca is working on
translating our Management For
Church Leaders Trainer’s Guide
and website into Spanish. He
expects these to be completed by
the end of this year.

e We visited Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in
Gardendale, AL October 18th to report on our
ministry, preach, and minister to children.

e We will visit Trinity Lutheran Church in Panama
City, FL February 14th to report on our ministry,
minister to children, and lead a Bible Class.

e Qur trips to India in November and Kenya in De-
cember have been postponed until 2010.

Prayer Requests:

e For the Lord to send us people will-
ing to be trainers for this ministry.

e For our strategic plans and mission
trips in 2010.

e For continued funding & support,
especially in this time of economic
recession.

e For healing from cancer for Rose Beaucejour,
wife of Joel Beaucejour, our partner in Haiti.

e For Cyclone victims in Andreh Pradesh, India
e For flood victims in the Philippines

e For safe delivery of another grandchild for our
Philippines partners, Doming & Dolly Orprecio.
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“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses
entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.”
2 Timothy 2.2
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FaithLife Ministries
12000 Leeward Walk Circle
Alpharetta, GA 30005
770-619-9939
BarryVoss@comcast.net
www.faithlifeministries.net

We Need Help!

We are running short of funds for our mission
travel due to a lower response to our annual ap-
peal because of the economy. This will definitely
impact our ability to train in the mission field
next year. If you would like to help us, or are
looking for an end of the year tax deduction for
2009, please consider donating to our ministry.
Your gift would enable us train more pastors and
leaders in 2010 who need our help. Simply make
your check payable to and
mail it to us in the enclosed envelope by Decem-
ber 31st.




